PRESENTER BIO’S
DIRK BIRD, Associate Vice President, Planned Giving & Endowments, The Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA)
As the former Chief Development Officer of JEWISHcolorado and the former Executive Director of the
Jewish Community Foundation in Denver, Dirk Bird has extensive experience in development planning,
lay leadership engagement, major gift development, family philanthropy, gift planning, next generation
engagement, professional development, and overall donor stewardship. Dirk received his B.A. in
education from the University of Northern Colorado, and his M.A. in Sports Management from the
University of the Pacific. In addition, Dirk currently serves on the Board of Directors for the Denver
School of the Arts Foundation and is a certified 21/64 trainer with a specific focus in multigenerational
family philanthropy. Dirk can be reached at Dirk.Bird@JewishFederations.org.

DAVID BROWN, National Campaign Chair, The Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA)
David Brown is an active Board member of the Jewish United Fund of Metropolitan Chicago (JUF) and is a
past Chair of its Board of Directors. He has held multiple positions within JFNA and JUF. David also
serves as a Board member for BBYO, is active in AIPAC, and is a regular visitor to Israel. He is Chairman of
the Chicago-based law firm, Much Shelist, P.C., where he is actively involved in strategic planning and
leadership development for the firm. David is an experienced business and transactional attorney who
serves as a valued business advisor to his clients.

TAMMY DOLLIN, MSW, LIFE & LEGACY® Community Consultant, Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Prior to joining HGF, Tammy Dollin directed the establishment of Ramah in the Rockies, focusing on project
management, fundraising, and board development. Tammy holds master’s degrees from Columbia
University and the Jewish Theological Seminary, and an undergraduate degree from UC Berkeley. Tammy is
an alumna of the Wexner Graduate Fellowship and is a certified professional Co-Active coach. Tammy can
be reached at Tammy@hgf.org.

BORIS FISHMAN, Author, Journalist and Creative Writing Professor
Boris Fishman is the author of the novels A Replacement Life (which won the VCU Cabell First Novelist Award
and the American Library Association's Sophie Brody Medal), Don't Let My Baby Do Rodeo, both New York
Times Notable Books of the Year, and Savage Feast, a family memoir told through recipes, all from
HarperCollins. His journalism has appeared in The New Yorker, The New York Times Magazine, The
Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Saveur, Vogue, Travel + Leisure, and many other
publications. He lives with his wife and daughter in Missoula, Montana, where he teaches in the Creative
Writing MFA Program at the University of Montana. Please visit www.borisfishman.com for more
information.

NANETTE FRIDMAN, Founder & President, Fridman Strategies, Inc.
Nanette Fridman is a catalyst for values-driven organizations and leaders. She founded Fridman
Strategies, Inc., in 2006 to assist organizations with the strategies, training and coaching to advance their
missions and maximize their impact. Today, her work focuses on governance, fundraising, strategic
planning, leadership, and team development. Nanette’s clients range from small start-ups to large
international organizations. Nanette is the author of On Board: What Every Board Member Must Know
about Nonprofits and Board Service. A regular blogger, her articles can be seen on eJewishPhilanthropy,
massnonprofit news and other publications. Nanette earned her Juris Doctorate, cum laude, and M.A. in
public policy from Georgetown University. She received her B.A., summa cum laude, in Political Science
from Tufts University. Nanette is honored to be a Harry S. Truman Scholar. Nanette can be contacted at
fridmanstrategies@gmail.com or www.fridmanstrategies.com.

ANDY GOODMAN, Co-Founder and Director, The Goodman Center
The Goodman Center teaches communications and marketing professionals how to reach more people
with more impact. Along with Storytelling as Best Practice, Andy Goodman is the author of Why Bad Ads
Happen to Good Causes and Why Bad Presentations, Happen to Good Causes. He also publishes a
monthly journal, Free-range Thinking, to share best practices in the field of public interest
communications. Andy is internationally known for his speeches and workshops on storytelling and has
led over 500 trainings for major non-profit and for-profit organizations across the U.S. He has designed
communications curriculum for the College for Social Innovation in Boston. Andy serves on the advisory
board of the Institute for Human Caring. Andy can be reached at www.thegoodmancenter.com or
andy@thegoodmancenter.com.

GAIL J. GORDON, Senior Director, Planned Giving & Endowments, The Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA)
Gail J. Gordon is a trusted advisor to planned giving professionals throughout the Jewish federation
system. In addition to identifying best practices and educating the professionals about them, she helps
to structure planned gifts that allow donors to realize their philanthropic vision, and federations and
Jewish community foundations to sustain the vibrancy of the Jewish community at home and abroad.
Gail previously served as Endowment Director of the Jewish Federation of Greater Seattle. Before joining
the Seattle Federation, Gail was a securities lawyer. Gail holds a JD from the University of Washington
School of Law and a B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania. She is also a graduate of the Year Program
of the Pardes Institute for Jewish Studies in Jerusalem. Gail can be contacted at
gail.gordon@jewishfederations.org.

HAROLD GRINSPOON, Founder, Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Harold Grinspoon, the founder of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (along with his wife Diane Troderman), is
a real estate entrepreneur and philanthropist. He is also the visionary behind HGF’s key programs: PJ Library,
JCamp 180, LIFE & LEGACY®, and Voices and Visions. Harold and Diane have also established the Harold
Grinspoon Charitable Foundation, which supports educational initiatives for inner city youth in Springfield,
MA, recognizes Western MA teachers for professional excellence, encourages entrepreneurship, supports
Western MA farmers, and supports educational and health projects in Cambodia. In June 2015, Harold and
Diane signed Warren Buffet’s Giving Pledge, committing to donate more than half their wealth to charitable
causes.

WINNIE SANDLER GRINSPOON, President, Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Winnie Sandler Grinspoon assumed the role of President of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation in June 2014.
Winnie added this role to her long tenure as a trustee of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Prior to her work
in philanthropy, Winnie practiced law, first in New York (Stroock & Stroock & Lavan) and Boston (Kirkpatrick &
Lockhart, now K & L Gates), and more recently in her own law practice. Winnie holds a B.S. from Cornell
University and a JD from Fordham University.

RUSSELL JAMES, J.D., Ph.D., CFP®, Professor and CH Foundation Chair of Personal Financial Planning, Texas
Tech University
Russell James is a professor and CH Foundation Chair of Personal Financial Planning and Director of Graduate
Studies in Charitable Financial Planning at Texas Tech University. After more than a quarter century spent as a
planned giving fundraiser, an estate planning attorney in private practice, a major gifts fundraiser/college
president and now as a university professor researching charitable giving and fundraising, his focus is to make
and share words, pictures, and discoveries that help others to encourage generosity. Dr. James has over 150
publications in academic journals, conference proceedings, and books. He has been quoted on charitable and
financial issues in a variety of news sources including The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, CNN,
MSNBC, CNBC, ABC News, U.S. News & World Report, USA Today, the Associated Press, Bloomberg News and
the Chronicle of Philanthropy. His financial neuroimaging research was profiled in The Wall Street Journal’s
Smart Money Magazine. He can be reached at Russell.james@ttu.edu.

DENA KAUFMAN, CFRE, CAP® LIFE & LEGACY® Community Consultant, Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Prior to joining HGF, Dena Kaufman was the director of philanthropy for Sojourner Center, the nation’s largest
domestic violence shelter. Her professional career has also included nine years at the Jewish Federation of
Greater Phoenix in various campaign roles and development director at URJ Camp Newman. Dena has a
degree in business, public, and private administration from the University of California, Riverside, is a Certified
Fundraising Executive and a Chartered Advisor in Philanthropy. Dena can be reached at Dena@hgf.org.

JAMIE LIGHT, Director of Conferences and Events, Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Jamie Light is the Director of Conferences and Events for the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Previously, Jamie
worked in higher education and as a consultant specializing in strategic storytelling and leadership
development. Jamie has a bachelor's degree in psychology and business from Washington University in St.
Louis and a master's degree in college student personnel from Bowling Green State University. Jamie has
been an active board member for The Temple-Tifereth Israel and a long-time volunteer for Alpha Epsilon Phi
Sorority.

DR. BRUCE POWELL, President, Jewish School Management
For the past 50 years, Dr. Bruce Powell has dedicated his professional life to Jewish education. He has helped
to found and lead Yeshiva University of Los Angeles High School, Milken Community High School, and de
Toledo High School, all in Los Angeles. He has consulted on the founding of 23 other Jewish high schools
throughout North America. In addition, he has provided consulting services to over 60 Jewish day schools
through his work as President of Jewish School Management (JSM). For the past two years, Bruce has been
the Director of the Institute for Day School Excellence and Sustainability (IDEAS) servicing ten Jewish day
schools across America. He is the author of the June 2020 eJP titled Endowment: A Moral Imperative. He
received his B.A. in English from UCLA in 1970, his doctorate from the University of Southern California in
1979, and an honorary doctorate from the American Jewish University in 2007.

RAE RINGEL, Certified Executive Coach and founding President, The Ringel Group
Rae Ringel is in high demand as an innovator in the areas of coaching, facilitation, and training across sectors.
She enables a growing list of executives in some of the most successful Fortune 500 companies, nonprofits,
and government agencies to become more effective managers and stronger communicators with a formidable
leadership presence. Rae offers deep experience in the areas of fundraising and board development. Prior to
starting The Ringel Group, Rae was the Director of Professional and Volunteer Development at United Jewish
Communities, now The Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA). She is a faculty member at the
Georgetown University Institute for Transformational Leadership and founding director of their certificate
program in the Art of Facilitation and Design. She is also adjunct faculty at the University of Maryland Robert
H. Smith School of Business. Rae is a Phi Beta Kappa Graduate of the University of Rochester. She received
her master’s degree in Organizational Psychology from Columbia University, and earned her Leadership
Coaching certification from Georgetown University. She was a Wexner Graduate Fellow and now holds a
faculty position with the Wexner Foundation. Rae can be reached at www.ringelgroup.com.

ARLENE D. SCHIFF, National Director, LIFE & LEGACY, Harold Grinspoon Foundation
Prior to joining HGF in 2013, Arlene D. Schiff served as the Executive Director of the Jewish Federation of the
Berkshires. During her 12-year tenure, she provided visionary leadership while devising and executing
strategic plans that centered on community building and garnering support for philanthropic giving. Arlene is
a graduate of the University of Massachusetts and holds an M.A. from Harvard University. Arlene can be
reached at Arlene@hgf.org.

ANDRÉS SPOKOINY, President & CEO, Jewish Funders Network
Andrés Spokoiny is a long-time Jewish communal leader with a history of leading successful organizational
transformations. The Jewish Funders Network works with Jewish funders, at the individual and collective
levels, to improve the quality of their giving and maximize their impact as they make the change they want to
see in the world. JFN leverages the power and the creativity of networks to produce change in the Jewish
World. Prior to joining JFN, Andrés served as the CEO of Federation CJA in Montreal and prior to that, Andrés
worked for the American Jewish Joint Distribution Community (JDC) in Paris. As Regional Director for
Northeast Europe, he was responsible for several pan-European projects. Before his Jewish communal work,
Andrés worked for IBM and was responsible for training, development, hiring, and recruitment for IBM's Latin
America Southern Region during a period of major restructuring. Originally from Argentina, Andrés has a
multidisciplinary academic background including business, education, and rabbinical studies in different
institutions around the world. He is fluent in Hebrew, English, French, Spanish, Portuguese and Yiddish, and is
proficient in Russian and German.

LYNNE WESTER, The Donor Guru, Donor Relations Guru, LLC
Lynne believes that donor relations is the key to unlocking fundraising success and that organizations must be
as dedicated to the donor experience as they are to the ask itself. Sometimes referred to as the Olivia Pope of
fundraising, Lynne helps organizations when they need it the most – when crisis or opportunity arrive. Lynne
and her teammates at Donor Relations Guru, LLC, partner with nonprofits large and small on a variety of
initiatives from developing sound strategy and vision, to utilizing technology and creating meaningful donor
engagement – all designed to positively affect the fundraising bottom line. Lynne created the DRG website to
be used as a unique industry tool filled with resources, samples and thoughtful leadership on donor relations
and fundraising. She is regularly featured in publications such as the Washington Post, Chronicle of
Philanthropy, and CASE Currents, and has authored three books of her own on a myriad of industry topics.
Lynne received her B.A. from the University of South Carolina, holds a master’s in strategic Fundraising and
Philanthropy from BayPath University, and proudly sports a DUCKtorate from the Disney Institute. Lynne can
be reached at www.donorrelationsguru.com.

